
Our Mission

To meet the unmet needs of 
abused and neglected children 
and their families by providing 

resources for existing 
organizations in Somerset 

County.

“Never doubt that a small group of 

thoughtful, committed citizens can 

change the world.  Indeed, it is the only 

thing that ever has.”

       Margaret Mead

What We Will Do in 2023

With your continued generous support, in 2023 the Children’s Hope Initiative (CHI) will be able to help 
Somerset County’s abused, neglected and traumatized youth in the following ways:

Continue these programs at spending levels provided in 

2021 & 2022:

• Summer Connections 2023: Provide a three-week, 

five-days-a-week therapeutic respite summer camp at 
Richard Hall Community Mental Health Center for 20 
children, offering equine therapy, karate, art therapy, and 
music/movement therapy, as we did in 2021 ($40,000)

• Fund CASA Tutoring – at-home tutoring for children in 
out-of-home placements ($10,000)

• Provide paid mentors for up to 30 elementary and 

middle school children through Middle Earth 
Lunchtime Mentoring ($10,000)

• Serve up to nine at-risk high school students in the 

Promise Plus Program offered by Middle Earth 
($10,000)

• Serve up to eight 18-21-year-old young adults who 

have “aged out” of the child welfare system through 
the Middle Earth Visions Plus program ($9,000)

• Provide “Fun Trips” for up to 100 abused and 

neglected children to a ropes adventure course, Dorney 
Park/Great Adventure, and/or Schaffer Farm ($5,000)

• Cut waiting time in half for children to begin 

treatment at Family & Community Services in Bound 
Brook ($4,000)

• Fund immigrant children groups at Family and 
Community Services ($2,000)

• Mentor five young people under the care of the 
Somerset County Family Crisis Intervention Unit 
($10,000)

• Mentor seven children in out-of-home placements 
through the CASA Fostering Futures Program ($9,500)
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Donate at http://childrenshopeinitiative.org



To learn more please visit:

http://childrenshopeinitiative.org  

https://www.facebook.com/Childrens.Hope.Initiative

What We Have Done

 October 1, 2011 – October 1, 2022



Summer Connections 2022 did not take place this year, 

but we identified two other unmet mentoring needs to support.

We were saddened when Richard Hall Community Health and Wellness Center (RHCH&WC) told us 
on June 21 that only 6 children had registered, far fewer than the 20 children we hoped would benefit. 
We decided not to go forward with Summer Connections this year and then met with our usual 
referring sources to find out why there were so few children registered. There were a myriad of 
reasons explaining this year’s failure. Since it appears those factors are unlikely to occur again next 
year, RHCH&WC, the Piper Hill Foundation (our prime sponsor), and the Boards of CHI and Friends 
of Somerset County Youth have committed to making Summer Connections happen again next year.  

Not content to let this year’s budgeted Summer Connections money sit in the bank when there are so 
many unmet needs, our Board met with the Youth Services Commission and with CASA SHaW to 
identify unmet mentoring needs—CHI’s second highest priority after meeting the mental health needs 
of Somerset County’s abused and neglected children. Children in out-of-home placements with CASA 
and young people in the care of the Family Crisis Intervention Unit (FCIU) have never had mentoring 
programs. Using $19,500 of unspent Summer Connections money, we were able to fund mentoring in 
2022 for five FCIU young people and seven CASA children who would not otherwise have a mentor. 
An additional $5,000 of the unspent money was donated to CASA ShaW's discretionary fund to meet 
the extraordinary needs of the children and families they serve.

Visions Plus  (Middle Earth): A notable student is AC, who was enrolled in the program this year. 
She has had a difficult home life and lost both of her parents as a child. Now living with her 
grandmother, she has struggled to adapt to the social demands of school and work. However, after 
establishing a close relationship with one of our staff, we have witnessed her flourish into the next 
chapter of her life. She completed high school this year and has begun attending college.  She is 
employed in Middle Earth’s after-school program while also working to advance her career through 
engagement in internships and professional development training.

Promises Plus (Middle Earth): A notable student is JW, who completed the program this year. He 
graduated from high school in 2021 and was in need of additional support identifying employment 
options and gaining experience.  JW faithfully attended the program, and while enrolled, he was able 
to complete an extensive internship with Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity. Through the various 
projects he completed, JW was able to identify his interest in the trades and now is pursuing career 
opportunities. 

Tutoring (CASA SHaW): Report from Tutor--After today's tutoring session, "Susie's" parents told 
me that both her teacher AND her principal have expressed how exceptionally well she is doing in 
school! They see a huge difference from a year ago and especially since the summer when I began 
working with her. The principal is very pleased with her perseverance and determination in tutoring 
sessions as well as in school. Both her parents and the school staff see how tutoring is helping her 
immensely!

Tutoring (CASA SHaW): Report from Tutor--"Linda's" teacher reports that she has made great 
strides in math. In fact, she has surpassed the goal of “just keeping up.”  Her success is in large part 
due to her determination to succeed in her schoolwork and especially in learning English.  Initially, 
we were unsure how the tutoring would go, primarily due to the language barrier, but this serves as a 
powerful reminder for future student/tutor match-ups that challenges can be overcome! 

A few success stories...



What is

“Friends of Somerset County Youth, Inc”?

Friends of Somerset County Youth is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation organized in 1981 exclusively 
for charitable purposes and specifically to benefit the youth of Somerset County.  It is the parent 
organization of the Children’s Hope Initiative and Resilient Youth of Somerset.

We Need Your Help!

Please join with us to continue serving Somerset County's abused children in 2023.  Your donation 
is fully tax deductible, and 100% of your donation goes directly to support the programs described 
in this newsletter.

To donate, please go to our website: 
www.childrenshopeinitative.org 

or make your check payable to: 
Children’s Hope Initiative 

and send to:
Friends of Somerset County Youth
P. O. Box 8063
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

CHI Expenses

CHI expenses from January 1, 2022, to October 1, 2022, were less than $2,500. This includes 
insurance, bookkeeping, tax returns and filings, printing, postage, website fees, and fees for donations 
paid by credit cards. Since we began in 2011, these costs have been paid in full by a board member. 
Therefore, every dollar received in donations goes 100% to services for children.

WHY WE ESPECIALLY NEED YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT NOW

WE NEED TO RAISE $80,000 BETWEEN NOW AND DECEMBER 31st

In 2022 we gave grants totaling $80,000. This is less than we anticipated because Summer Connections 
2022 did not take place. Because it is a most valuable and important program, in 2023 we want to give 
up to 20 children that summer experience. As of October 1, 2022, we have $30,000 available for next 
year’s programming (primarily because of money not spent on Summer Connections 2022 and 
donations received since July 1). To continue our core programs listed on page one with Middle Earth, 
Family and Community Services, CASA and Summer Connections 2023, we need to raise a total of 
$80,000 more ($110,000 total cost less $30,000) between now and December 31. 

Board Members

Tom Dilts, Chair Barbara Barkley Jim Buccini Kim Charles
Stacey Cozewith, Esq. Carol Dvoor Jane Fox Mary Jacobson
Colleen McCarthy, Esq. Meghan Musso, Esq. Dan Puntillo


