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Children’s Hope Initiative

Our Mission
To meet the unmet needs of abused and
neglected children and their families by
providing resources for existing
organizations in Somerset County.

Statistics
About 30% of abused and neglected
children will later abuse their own
children, continuing the horrible cycle of
abuse.
254 Somerset County children were in
out-of-home placements and not in their
own homes during the last court year
because of abuse or neglect.

Our Story
Margaret Mead said it best when she said: "Never doubt that a
small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the
world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has."
In this spirit, fifteen people came together in the fall of 2011 to help
change the world for Somerset County's abused and neglected
children. Inspired by the invitation of retiring Superior Court
Judge Thomas Dilts to join with him in an effort to help meet the
unmet needs of abused and neglected children, this group, now
known as the Children's Hope Initiative, is working under the
auspices of the Friends of Somerset County Youth, Inc., a Section
501(c)(3) non-profit corporation that has been a vehicle for helping
meet the unmet needs of all of Somerset's youth for more than a
generation.
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Children’s Hope Initiative
CHI and Creative Heartwork

CHI and Positive Parenting

We are happy to share the news that thus far in 2013, 93 Somerset
County children have participated in the Creative Heartwork
programming. About 2/3rds of these children were abused or
neglected. Funding from the Children’s Hope Initiative and our
generous donors allowed us to donate over $55,000 to make this
programming possible. We still need to raise $10,000 between
now and December to fulfill our commitment to the children
we serve. We know that this service has made a real difference in
the lives of the children. Maria Strada, President of Middle Earth,
one of the programs we worked with, wrote:

The Children’s Hope Initiative has been instrumental in
Donec
helping to organize Positive Parenting, a New Jersey
interdum
Chapter of Parents Anonymous.
We are indebted to the
Family Support Organization (FSO) and EmPower
Somerset for their leadership in making this happen. The
meetings are held at EmPower Family Success Center, 34
West Main Street, 2nd Floor, Somerville, NJ 08876, on the
third Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. For more
information, please call 908-231-9932, ext. 16.

They were able to work towards and complete a final project that
reflected the journey they took as a group during the process. They
explored many themes such as love and loss in their projects. The use of
the arts as a way to further explore personal issues and beliefs allowed
our youth to open up in ways they might not have otherwise been able
to. They showed great pride in their final projects and felt as if the
experience was a cathartic one.
Karen Carbonello, President of Creative Heartwork, Inc., wrote
this about another group of 5 teenage girls who were courtinvolved:
Therapeutically this was a dark, deep, introspective group of girls for
whom the art became a release for feelings when words could not be
expressed verbally. As the series progressed, more was verbalized and
they became aware of the connection between art as a tool to distract,
uplift and modulate painful past experiences . . . and they stated they
started to use this creative technique at home and in their diaries.
Some of the children's artwork will be displayed at the Richard
Hall Community Mental Health Center at 500 North Bridge
Street, Bridgewater, on December 10, 2013 from 4 - 6:30 PM. All
are invited to attend.

Abuse Prevention Workshops
The Children’s Hope Initiative has cosponsored two
workshops on “Preventing Child Sexual Abuse in YouthServing Organizations.” Prevent Child Abuse-NJ
developed standards for the purpose of creating a safe
environment for children. These include: identifying,
assessing, and taking the necessary steps to minimize the
risk of sexual abuse to children because of the action or
inaction of an employee, volunteer, or another child.
These sessions, attended by 60 people, were offered at no
cost to groups interested in incorporating safe-child
practices into their agency or organization

CHI Fundraising Results
In 2012 and 2013, the Children’s Hope Initiative raised
more than $60,000 to help fund children’s programming.
Special thanks to our most generous donors, especially
the Dombal-Vogel Foundation ($14,000) and the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts and Somerset County
Cultural & Heritage Commission ($3500).

We gratefully accept donations! We need to raise $10,000 by December 15 to meet
our 2013 funding obligations. Please donate by credit card from the Donations page
of our website (www.childrenshopeinitiative.org), or send a check payable to

Consectetuer:

Friends of Somerset County Youth
P.O. Box 8063
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

Name
Address
Phone
Email

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

Your donation is fully tax deductible, and 100% of your donation goes directly to programs for the children.

www.childrenshopeinitiative.org
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